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Chronology of former School of Arts, Montville 
 
 

1938 Gloria lights shaded so they could be used solely for stage purposes.1 
 Painting of hall by W Vining (painter). The paint to be used was 1 ½ cwt 

Champions white lead no.1; 7 lbs burnt Sienna pigment and 7lbs Oxford Ocre 
pigment. 2 
Door repaired and wooden seats painted3 
Local branch of QCWA was granted permission to build a separate cupboard 
for private use, above the existing sewing cupboard.4 
Repairs to front fence and side fence oiled5 
 

1939 Loyal Montville Lodge granted permission to place notice board outside 
building6 
Ceiling had dropped in one place and two boards needed relacing at back of 
stage7 
An iron door to match galley and stove piping installed, along with new 
copper.8 
 

1940 Lighting installed in hall. Dance was held on 1 May 1940 to fund installation of 
electric light. Committee member, Mr Farrington, was asked to switch on the 
night at a special ceremony9 
Tender of Mr R Patterson to paint roof (red oxide) for £4 accepted10 
Agreed to build paling fence in front of building11. 
 

1942 New steps made for front of stage and barge board replaced on north end of the 
building12 Two new barge boards 21feet long, 8 inches wide and 1 inch thick 
purchased.13 
3 ply purchased to cover windows in event of a blackout14 
Windows to be painted black15 
Fence between the church and School of Arts to be painted and cost divided.16 

 
1943 Brown paper removed from window as blackout restrictions have been lifted.17  
 
1944 New barge board to be organised by Chairman18 
  
1945 New tank and stand purchased and made so that a tap could be put in the 

supper room19 
 
1949 Replacing canvas on deck chairs in hall20  
1949 AGM agreed that School of Arts should be painted – roof and exterior and 

possibly interior depending on cost21 
 
1952 Minutes record thanks CWA for 2 cypress pine trees22 
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1954 Ante-room door and escape door repaired23  
 
1954 M Mauley built new cabinet for the “pick-up”.24 
 Agreed to purchase plastic sink25 Mr Leon, builder, asked to give quote on 

repairs and replacement of stumps under the building26 
  
1955 Committee agreed to polish floor27 
 
1956 Hall was painted inside and the floor sanded and polished. New light shades 

etc were bought. New stumps were fitted and the usual maintenance kept up.28 
  
1957 Committee agreed to have the ante-room lined and ceiled. Mr Muirhead 

purchase old steps29 
 Request granted to install porch light.30  
 
1958 Fluorescent lights installed by Mr Fresser for £42/10/-.31  
 
 CWA sent a letter to the School of Arts regarding a supper room. Mr Williams 

offered to draw up plans and specifications for a supper room. Committee 
accepted offer32 

 Committee member (and builder) Mr Williams provided plan for a supper 
room, estimated cost £500. The price included full lining but did not include 
electrical fittings or painting and the Health Act requires only first class 
building timbers and materials.33 The supper room was to be 51 feet by 12 feet 
and require no alteration to the present building. Tenders were called.34 

  
 No tenders could be accepted because of lack of finance. Public meeting called 

for 14 July to discuss and appoint a committee to raise the necessary funds.35  
 It was suggested the supper room could be built underneath but this was 

deemed impracticable. It was agreed that the only way to proceed was by a 
voluntary working bee. A committee was formed to organise labour comprising 
Messrs Williams, Murray, Hooper, Callaghan and Craig. Mr Williams was 
appointed in charge of the committee. He said the first step was to make 
application to the shire office for a building permit. The money which would 
be raised by a Talent Quest and a CWA function which were already 
organised. Mr Williams was to organise materials giving the School of Arts the 
full discount from the Montville trading Company.36 

 
 Mr Hill requested that more power points be installed for showing pictures and 

that the box be moved to the front of the hall. Committee hoped to move the 
box when the alterations to build the super room were carried out.37 

 
1959 So few came forward to assist with the working bee for the supper room, it was 

agreed the renovation of the hall floor in abeyance38. Cost of supper room had 
so depleted the funds that the Montville FGP&P Association was asked to 
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donate a case of pineapples for a fund raising drive to pay for the installation of 
3 lights in the new room.39Mr Hill held a picture benefit night40 

 
 Pineapple drive held by Fruitgrowers Association for the new lights was very 

successful41 
 
 Mr Manley employed to paint exterior of new supper room at a cost of no more 

than £50. Quote to be obtained from Mr RB Brown for moving the projection 
room from the back to the front of the hall42 

 
1960 Chairman drew special attention to the work being undertaken by the Junior 

Farmers and Badminton Clubs in the formation of a Powder Room43 It was 
agreed to assist both groups by providing the piping and basin for the powder 
room (up to £10)44 

 Agreed to install a new light on the side of the hall45 
 
1961 Junior Farmer’s Club requested that the space above the stage be ceiled to stops 

draughts blowing on the band. This was agreed to and also the adjustment of 
the front steps.46 

 
1962 Montville Ladies’ Club agreed to line the supper room47 
 
1963 Supper room lined48 It was agreed that groups could meet rent free in the 

building providing they raised funds for the hall, as this had been the 
arrangement for the Montville Ladies’ Club. It was agreed to put a plaque on 
the wall acknowledging that the lining of the supper room was done by the 
Ladies’ Club.49 

 
 The hall need rewiring and the exterior of the hall required painting. 
  
1964 To ensure the survival of the hall, it was agreed that the running of the hall had 

to become more of a community effort instead of being left to Library 
Subscribers only. The subscribers agreed to finalise their control of the hall and 
a public meeting was called to form a committee to run the hall.50  

 
 Committee of seven formed to operate the hall. Mrs Mathers; Mr RG 

McCullough; Mr Murray; Mr Roland Thorne Seccombe Brown; Mr White; 
Mrs White and Mrs Baker formed the committee. As the library had been such 
a financial loss, the new committee agreed to discontinue the library. As the 
caretaker’s duties were very limited, the position was discontinued. All 
outstanding bills were to be settled.51 

 
 Ladies’ Club requested permission to plant trees or shrubs where the School of 

Arts fence had been removed. Permission was granted for 2 trees to be planted 
on the church side of the hall to balance the two pine trees growing on the 
opposite side.52 
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 Roof to be painted by Mr K Manby and voluntary assistance at a cost of £2553 
 Trees to be planted where fence had been removed54 
 
 “A discussion took place regarding work on the hall. It was suggested that 

something be done to modernise the front of the hall by replacing the present 
shabby porch with a new structure”. Mr McCullough to investigate cost with 
Don McCulloch.55 

 
1965 Still waiting to paint roof. The materials for a new porch – concrete and brick 

walls and iron roof) would cost approximately £25 for a structure 15’ by 6’. It 
“had been suggested that a porch should be built, large enough for cars to drive 
under in wet weather, to allow people to step directly under shelter at the door 
of the hall”. This would cost around £100 and it was felt that painting the 
exterior was more urgent. It was agreed to paint the walls by voluntary labour 
as soon as the roof painted.56 

 
 Mr Manley was unable to procure voluntary labour to paint the roof and they 

would have to employ someone.57 Mr N Hosking of Nambour completed the 
roof painting at a cost of £22/10/-. A further £30/8/- was spent on brushes and 
paint, thanks to a generous discount from Mr White.58 It was agreed that Mr 
Manby would be in charge of the voluntary labour required to paint the church 
exterior and the ladies could choose the colour.59 

 
 The Parents and Citizens Committee of the School requested that the steps on 

the outside of the powder room be repaired before the Deb Ball in July. On 
investigation it was found they had collapsed.60 

 
 16 lengths of guttering had been purchase for the hall and Mr Mathers had 

done the necessary soldering. This was to be erected on the western side of the 
hall. 45 feet of downpiping was also needed.61 

 
 The chosen colours were to be grey green for the external walls and guttering 

of Wild Olive. Other trims were to be antique white.62 
 Stage painted during year.63 
 4 December working bee held to replace and repair weather boards and timber 

where necessary and to erect new guttering and downpipes. Extra guttering was 
to be ordered for the porch.64 Six men attended and the guttering was replaced 
on the western side; boards were replaced and some pine was replaced on two 
doors.65 

 Repairs were needed for the floor boards as large holes were becoming 
dangerous. Repaired with plastic wood by Mr Love.66 

 
1966 The steps at the rear of the hall, leading from the old projection room, were 

removed as they were considered dangerous.67 As the cost of replacing a pair 
of doors on the church side was prohibitive, the old doors were repaired.68 
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 Mr Mathers requested that the fence between the church and hall be altered to 

make mowing easier.69 After discussions with the church it was agreed to take 
down the fence, leaving only the corner posts to mark the dividing line.70 

 Montville QCWA donated $300 which the committee agreed to use for a new 
porch. It was agreed to approach a builder about ideas and cost.71  

 The eastern side of the hall was painted which left only the back wall to be 
done. As this wall was high and awkward it was agreed to employ a tradesman 
for that section. Coats were to be called for in The Nambour Chronicle for 3 
coats of paint.72  

 
1967 Quotes to obtained from Mr Leeon for new floor and porch.73 
 Committee agreed to postpone painting the back wall. The quotes for the porch 

were $330 and the floor $700. The Montville Ladies and Social Benefit Club 
had offered to donate $300 towards the floor, It was greed that if the CWA 
agreed the balance of their donation could be used for the floor.74 

 The CWA agreed and tenders were called for reflooring an area of 50’ by 21’ 
with first grade timber.75 Five tenders were received.76 Mr H Ritchings of 
Maleny was awarded the contract, which cost $483 plus $7.90 for restumping. 
R Glanville sanded the floor at a cost of $60.77 

 Mr McCullough voluntarily repainted the area below the stage78 
 Mr Everitt of Woombye was employed to paint the back wall.79 
 Council agreed that water from the tank on the green could be piped to the hall. 

The old tank stand was removed.80 
 
1968 Mr K Coates was employed to install piping, fittings and power for the water 

supply.81 
 Ladies Social and Benefit Club donated roller blind on the western wall of the 

hall to make it cooler.82 
  
 Committee agreed to employ plumber, Mr Allen Waters, to repair leaks in roof 

of supper room. Agreed also to remove the very shabby windows between the 
supper room and main hall. Mr McCullough and Mr Moll to do work.83 

 
1969 By March the supper room roof had been repaired and the windows removed. 

Mr D Shanks was employed to neaten up the empty spaces where the windows 
had been removed before painting.84 Mr Shanks filled in the supper room side 
with masonite and finishing the edges on the hall side by forming alcoves or 
window boxes.85 

  
1970 Ladies and Social Benefit Club paid for the top of the servery cupboard to be 

covered with laminex by Mr D Shanks.86 
 New stage curtains were made by the Committee Ladies and a new curtain 

track installed.87  
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 Painting of supper room commenced by voluntary labour by Mr Mill, Mr 
McCullough and Mr Murray in February. Quote to be obtained from Mr 
Shanks for repairing a hole in the caneite ceiling of the powder room caused by 
a possum and to repair the floor in the upper room so that it could be covered 
by lino in the future.88 Kitchen, powder room and stage also painted by 
volunteers. Mr Shanks covered the super room floor with masonite.89 The 
Secretary painted the floor.90 

 
1971 Committee erected new tank on hall for kitchen supply as water from Council 

tank was brown and unsuitable for drinking91  
 
1972 Permission granted to CWA to build 8’ cupboard as close as possible to the 

kitchen end of the supper room92  
 
1973 An inspection of the building was carried out in February and it was found that 

the exterior walls needed painting; the eastern side steps needed repair as did 
the western side and the roof required nailing down.93 

 Mr McCullough repainted the front of the stage.94 
  
 The October meeting found that all steps needed repair; painting of roof and 

walls required; guttering and downpipes needed attention and the roof was 
leaking in the projection room.95 The walls were washed, the floor dressed, 
stairs repaired and grounds slashed at a working bee on 20 October.96 

  
1974 K Manley painted the hall exterior, with voluntary assistance and the interior 

was painted by volunteers. Half the roof was lifted from the supper room and a 
sheet was added to prevent rain coming in. Some guttering was replaced. The 
side steps were repaired and strengthened. Concrete steps were built at the front 
and outside door on church side. Some more supports were put under the room 
behind the stage.97 

 9 November dinner held to celebrate 70th anniversary of the hall.98 
 
1975 Powder room painted and masonite flooring built99  
 Fruitgrowers and Progress Association disbanded.100 Committee became the 

Montville Hall Committee and Progress Association101 The role of the 
committee changed. It promoted activities with the dual aim of caring for the 
local hall and for providing a venue for discussions on the progress of the 
district. Funds raised were to be used for the upkeep and improvements to the 
hall. The organisation also provided an avenue for the community to approach 
the Shire Council, members of Parliament and Government Departments 
concerning the area.102 

 
1976 Kitchen extended. D McCulloch and Arthur Walker paid to do main frame with 

voluntary labour by Mr T Barnett, Mr K Manley and Mr L Harper103 D 
McCulloch donated kitchen tiles and A & B Tutin donated laminex for 
benches.104 



7 
Margaret Cook  DRAFT 26  October 2009 

1976 Trees and shrubs removed and replaced at front of hall.105 
 
1977 Motion put that the Hall committee take over responsibility of the RSL Hall.106 
 
1978 Repairs and painting of roof and replacement of guttering carried out by 

committee members. New timber was placed around the inside of the main 
entrance door107 

 
1979 Hall roof painted and guttering and gateway entrance108 
 Mr Alan Sly to repaint honour boards109 
  
1980 Mr Alan Sly reported that hall needed restumping110 
 Tank and stand replaced. Committee applied for $ for $ subsidy to provide a 

tank that could be used by the public for drinking water. Council agreed to 
provide subsidy for tank for hall use.111 

  
 
1981 Sheet metal notice board put on outside of porch112 
  
 Committee received $600 grant from Maroochy Shire Council for tank and 

tankstand at the hall113 A 1000 gallon water tank and stand were erected at the 
rear of the hall to provide rainwater for the kitchen. 

  
1982 Hall used for CWA 60th anniversary luncheon; Methodist Church 70th 

anniversary celebrations; Masonic Temple opening celebration dinner; Ladies 
Annual Flower Show and Luncheon; school orchestra concert; weddings; and 
many small functions.114 

 
1983  Hall celebrated 80th anniversary and the proposed plans included complete 

renovation of the stage – curtains, lighting, amplification, dressing rooms. This 
did not happen. 

 
 Following vandals lighting fire under hall, wire mesh was installed around 

underside of hall. Work completed by D McCulloch and P Brodie. G Carpenter 
and Ruberry painted it as it was not galvanised.115 

 
 Roofing iron on hall and supper room repaired116 
 
 On the initiative of the Montville Ladies’ Club five ceiling fans and standing 

fans were donated and installed.117  
 
1984 Commonwealth Employment Programme undertook repairs to Hall and St 

Mary’s Hall. The buildings were painted under this scheme.  
 
 Alan Sly secured donations from the RSL for the Honour Board and renovation 

of the memorial gates. 
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 Parallel parking was established on the access drive to the hall118 
 
1985 Committee introduced a disco and a live rock band to the hall to increase 

attendance. Not particularly successful. 
 The kitchen and supper room cupboards were replaced. Work carried out by 

Des and Bev McCulloch, much of the time and materials being donated by 
them. 

 New blinds for hall windows. Stage curtains have been ordered, donated by 
ladies Club. 

  
1986 A wheelchair accessible pedestal installed in Ladies public toilet.119 
 New steps to supper room and the new hand rails were constructed and position 

by Mr C Hooper at no cost to the committee120 The ramp was repaired by D & 
B McCulloch at no cost to the committee.121 

 Hot water system installed and downpipe and rear of hall repaired.122 
 
1987 The area between the memorial gates and hall was paved.123 
 Hall roof damaged by hail on 23 October 
 
1988 Roof repainted with insurance claim of $946. Saving for a complete new roof 

and replacing supper room ceiling.124 
 December - Montville Hall and Progress Association renamed Montville 

Village Association Inc. 
 
1989 Reported that western walls required painting for sun protection and hall 

needed internal painting. Aging supper room roof repaired for leaks. The 
Christmas and Easter murals were renovated.125 

 Montville branch of CWA closed. Plaque to commemorate the CWA erected in 
hall.126 

 An electrical sub-main was installed for the hall kitchen. A new stove was 
provided by the Ladies Club. The hall walls were professionally cleaned inside 
and out. 

  
 The lane outside the hall was officially named Memorial Close127 
 
1991 The Hall was reroofed and roof supports were strengthened. Jack Warren 

provided engineering opinions and drawings. Eric Porter and Bob Allen 
oversaw the project. Mel Rogers did the electrical wiring and Bev McCulloch 
cleaned the roof interior. The hall’s exterior was last painted in 1984 and 
required external and internal painting.128 The exterior was painted by Des 
McColloch and Evan Williams. $16,000 was spent on painting.129  

  
1992 Concerns raised about the structure of the hall prompted the engagement of 

Parnell and Associates, Structural Engineers of Maleny to assess the building. 
They reported the building was sound considering its age but need some work 
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to be carried out with the stumps and the floor joists as well as improving 
ventilation under the hall to improve the passage of air. The work was 
completed. Parnell commented “It is an attractive building in a superb location 
and fulfilling a very useful function within the Community and as such, any 
modifications or alterations should be carried out with sensitivity.130 

 The Ladies Club requested toilets with internal access from the hall. Eric Porter 
devised plans.131 

 
 Hall lasted painted inside in 1974. Rail needed as buffer against the chairs.132 

Evan Williams was contracted to paint hall. 
 
1993  8 February a special meeting was held to discuss the future of the hall. 30  

people present. Phillip Harrison (architect) spoke of the hall’s exterior and the 
its intimate quality inside. Mark Penman (singer) spoke of the hall’s fine 
acoustics and the intimate quality of the hall from a performer’s point of view. 
Bev McCulloch spoke of extending the building to increase its potential use. It 
was agreed that no extensions should be made to the west and  a sub-committee 
would be formed to investigate hall improvements.133 Plans, prepared by 
architect Phillip Harrison, were presented to a meeting on 27 September 1993. 

  
1994 Two plans were presented to the committee for upgrading the hall. The Ladies 

Club supported Plan A. Phillip Harrison opposed Plan B’s shortening of the 
stage. Bev McCulloch spoke in favour on Plan B which provided a larger 
kitchen and storage on floor level. A vote in favour of Plan B was taken and 
plans were to be drawn up for Council.134 The plan extended the rear of the rear 
of the hall, consisting of change rooms and men’s and ladies toilets. The 
second stage included extending the kitchen and powder room to create a larger 
kitchen and disabled toilet.135 

 
 The matter clearly caused controversy as the vote was rescinded at the next 

meeting. A motion was carried that old Hall Maintenance Committee become 
the Montville Hall Committee and that it would report monthly to the 
Montville Village Association. The members were Les Gittens, Phillip 
Harrison, Bev McCulloch, Mark Penman, Bryan McLennan, John Taylor and a 
representative from the Ladies Club. All plans should be taken back to the 
Montville Hall Committee for re-drafting. Consideration should be given to 
storing the new piano and improved staging of plays. There was $20,250.33 in 
the building fund.136 Revised Pan A was prepared by Phillip Harrison with 
provision for a Historical Society Room and was adopted for costing and 
Council approval.137 

 
 White post erected in ground on east side of hall entrance mid-way between 

hall and memorial gates to stop people driving on pavers. Provided by Cr 
Schwabe.138 
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 George Carpenter’s Mural in Hall of World War II, was at times causing 
offence as it was a graphic rendition of war. George agreed to remove mural. 
This left a bare area where the mural had been.139A special fitting was installed 
to allow a mural to be hung on the side of the hall at Christmas.140 

 
1997 Lt Colonel George Carpenter died 27 January 1997. A stalwart of Montville 

community, he was President of the Hall and Progress Association from 1982 
until 1984. George Carpenter Place named in his honour on 30 March 

 
 The Montville Hall Extension and Maintenance Committee was resurrected 

comprising Judy Pippen, Ian Russell, Les Gittens, Bev McCulloch and 
Margaret Farmer (ladies’ Club rep) as member. An acceptable plan was in hand 
for toilets, change rooms, storeroom etc.141  

 In July it was agreed that the full extension shell would be built to lock up 
stage; the toilets and shower would be installed using funds raised by Ladies 
Club; the rear stage wall would be rebuilt with double doors with money 
provided by grant from Maroochy Shire Council and alterations to the kitchen, 
servery, change rooms and storage areas would be built as funds allowed. 
Tenders could not be called under this system so Ross Sinclair was employed 
on a cost-plus basis and Phillip Harrison agreed to work with him. The plans 
were sent to Council for approval. The building fund held $31,428.42.142 The 
Ladies Club had donated approximately $8000 towards the toilets for the 
extensions.143 

 
 The extension provided one male, one female and one disabled toilet; a shower 

with small change area and two change rooms to the rear of the stage. The rear 
wall of the stage was replaced with similar material. A much larger kitchen was 
provided with a rearranged servery with improved door systems. The electrical 
system was upgraded to provide three phase power which would provide better 
lighting for stage productions. A new store room was built.144 

 
1998 By May the extensions were at lock-up stage. The ramp was completed and the 

tank was back under the building. The internal framework and flooring was 
finished as far as possible.145A private investor agreed to lend $10,000 to finish 
the project.146 The Montville Village Association successfully applied for a 
Gaming Benefit Fund grant for $15,000 for the kitchen refurbishment. A 
further $20,000 was needed for completion.147 A new landing and ramp was 
built at the eastern door and new landing and steps outside the toilet area. 

 
2000 Some modifications were required by the Theatre Company which they agreed 

to fund as money became available. The list included the relocation of the 
unused vanity and wash basin in the small toilet; reconnecting the existing 
plumbing to the dressing room; removal of the unconnected pedestal and 
convert room to storage area; remove the wall after vanity removed; put in 
double hinged partition opening to dressing room; reposition lighting bar to 
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provide space for installation of a “traveller” curtain; paint the stage walls in a 
flat non-reflective paint and double hinge the double doors.148 

 
2002 David Polley to do repairs. Awnings added to hall 
 
2003 Applied for grant for repairs and maintenance to hall. Side door awnings to 

protect the entries, fixed paving and drainage and a fresh paint job inside and 
out were identified as priorities.149 

 
2004 Repairs and maintenance required at hall. Council to assist with landscaping 

works at the front of the hall to stop further damage caused by storm water run-
off from the road.150 

2005 Right hand barge board above main entry of Montville Hall repaired. Drain 
built along southern side of Montville Hall and porch leading to escarpment. 
Colour bond metal awnings placed over eastern and western double doors and 
over bathroom/toilet door in December. Manufactured by Stratco, installed by 
David Polley and repainted by Richard Wolski.Carpet replaced in backstage 
area in hall. 

 
2006 Montville hall floor sanded and polished by Caloundra Floor Sanding. Interior 

and exterior of Montville hall painted by Richard Wolski in June (lunchroom 
and back stage areas not included, ramp and railings were included). Tongue 
and Groove boards replaced and door architraves replaced at stage side doors 
by Hamish Borthwick. Eastern ramp repaired by David Polley. Handrailings on 
both east and west stairs to stage installed by Blackall Range Woodcrafters. 

 
 Gardens around memorial gates completely renovated in February with roses. 

Garden bed established along south eastern road frontage and along eastern 
side of hall to define and protect the hall precinct. Paving at the hall entrance 
was extended to provide access to ramp and east door of front porch. 
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